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Abstract 
The former Prime Minister of Pakistan has been a prominent figure in 

global politics, known for his impassioned speeches addressing a 

wide range of societal issues. This study undertakes a detailed 

analysis of Khan's discourse on gender, politics, and religion, aiming 

to delve into the layers of his messaging and its significance for 

contemporary Pakistani society. Via a multidimensional approach, 

this research navigates through Khan's speeches that are within the 

context of religious discourse, gender studies, and political theories. 

Utilizing literary and discourse analysis techniques, the study 

explores the rhetorical strategies and linguistic devices used by Khan 

to put forward his perspectives efficiently. One of the key points of 

the analysis is Khan's construction and negotiation of thought of 

masculinity, religious identity, and political authority. By analyzing 

Khan's language and imagery, the study seeks to unravel the primary 

ideologies and power dynamics that shape his discourse on these 

topics. Furthermore, the research explores Khan's stance on critical 

societal issues such as gender equality, religious pluralism, and 

democratic governance. By probing Khan's arguments and policy 

proposals, the study reveals the ways in which he navigates these 

complex issues and seeks to shape public opinion. Ultimately, this 

study contributes to a more in-depth understanding of all the strategies 

used by political leaders to shape public opinion. By interpreting 

Khan's discourse on gender, religion, and politics, this research 

provides insights into the dynamics of power and representation in 

contemporary Pakistan, offering a nuanced perspective on the socio-

political landscape of the region. 
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Introduction: 

In the landscape of global politics, the rhetorical power cannot be overstated. Political leaders 

leverage the power of language to convey their visions, rally support for their agendas, and define 

the narratives that define their nations. Among all those leaders stands Imran Khan, the former 

Prime Minister of Pakistan, whose eloquent speeches resonate both domestically and 

internationally. Khan's use of language on issues of gender, religion, and politics serves as a lens 

through which we can examine the complex relationship of identity and power in contemporary 

Pakistani society. 

"Voices of Authority: Decrypting Imran Khan’s Discourse on Gender, Religion, and Politics" 

embarking on a journey to analyze the dynamics of Khan's speechmaking, aiming to reveal the 

layers of meaning enclosed within his words. Detailed analysis to shed light on how Khan 

constructs and navigates ideas of identity and authority, particularly in relation to gender dynamics, 

religious affiliations, and political imperatives. 

At the crucial part of this exploration lies a recognition of Pakistan's diverse and multifaceted 

sociopolitical landscape. Being a country rich with cultures, religions, and traditions, Pakistan 

presents a rather complex backdrop against which Khan's rhetoric unfolds. By analyzing Khan's 

speeches within this frame of thought, we gain in-depth knowledge about the broader dynamics of 

Pakistani society, as well as the tribulations and opportunities that shape its trajectory. 

Khan's ascension to the highest echelons of power in Pakistan marks an important chapter in 

political history of the nation. A former icon of cricket turned politician, Khan's rise to prominence 

shows the aspirations of millions of Pakistanis seeking change. He is loved by many due to his 

charismatic persona and populist rhetoric, positioning him as a formidable force in the country's 

political landscape. 

Against this backdrop, Khan's speeches add even more significance, serving as a platform through 

which he formulates his vision for Pakistan's future. Whether he is addressing issues of gender 

equality, religious tolerance, or governance reform, Khan's rhetoric carries weight and resonance, 

shaping public’s opinion and influencing policy debates. 

However, beneath the mask of Khan's charismatic persona lies a complex tapestry of rhetorical 

strategies, linguistic devices, and ideological underpinnings. After analyzing Khan's discourse on 

gender, religion, and politics, we aim to reveal these layers, peeling the subtle nuances and implicit 

messages off that inform his speechmaking. 

In undertaking this analysis, we draw upon a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating insights 

from gender studies, religious discourse analysis, and political theory. By merging these 

perspectives, we gain a more nuanced understanding of the ways in which Khan constructs and 

communicates his views, as well as the broader implications of his discourse for Pakistani society. 

Important themes that emerge in Khan's speeches include the construction of gender roles and  
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identities, the negotiation of religious identity in a pluralistic society, and the practice of political 

authority in a framework of democracy. Through close textual and discourse analysis, we dive 

deeper into these themes, navigating the rhetorical strategies used by Khan to advance his 

objectives and engage his audience. 

Moreover, we explore the reception and interpretation of Khan's discourse by various stakeholders, 

involving the media, civil society, and the public in general. By examining how Khan's speeches 

are perceived and interpreted, we gain an insight into the ways where political rhetoric shapes 

public opinion and have an influence on collective action. 

Ultimately, "Voices of Authority" seeks to provide an in-depth understanding of Imran Khan's 

discourse on gender, religion, and politics, offering understanding about the complexities of 

identity and power in contemporary Pakistan. Via rigorous and critical analysis, we aspire to 

contribute to scholarly debates on political communication, rhetoric, and representation, while also 

informing extensive dialogues on democracy, governance, and social change in the region. 

Research Questions 

How does Imran Khan negotiate and construct notions of masculinity and femininity in his 

discourse on gender? 

What are the predominant themes and narratives in Khan's speeches on gender equality and 

women's empowerment? 

How does Khan's discourse reflect and contribute to the wider discourse on gender roles and 

identities in Pakistani society? 

What are the key religious themes and motifs present in Khan's speeches, and how are they 

articulated in relation to political issues? 

Research Objective 

To analyze the rhetoric and linguistic strategies used by Imran Khan in his speeches on gender, 

religion, and politics. 

To identify the key themes and narratives present in Khan's discourse on gender equality, women's 

empowerment, religious identity, and political governance. 

To examine how Khan's discourse constructs and negotiates notions of masculinity and femininity, 

and their implications for gender roles and identities in Pakistani society. 

To explore the religious themes and motifs present in Khan's speeches, and their articulation in 

relation to political issues such as governance, justice, and morality. 

Research Methodology 

This study consists of a mixed-method approach to interpret Imran Khan’s discourse on gender, 

religion, and politics. The main method of data collection involves textual analysis of Khan’s 

speeches, interviews, and public statements. Speeches and interviews will be transcribed and coded 
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for thematic content, rhetorical devices, and framing strategies. Additionally, content analysis will 

be conducted on media coverage of Khan’s speeches to see how in the press his discourse is 

portrayed. Quantitative surveys will also be conducted to see public views regarding Khan’s 

leadership and the effectiveness of his messaging on gender, religion, and politics. This qualitative 

research takes up a multifaceted approach to deeply interpret Khan's speeches and their effects to 

understand identity and power dynamics within Pakistani society. The main method involves a 

comprehensive analysis of text of Khan's speeches, focusing on rhetoric, linguistic strategies, and 

thematic content. By systematically reading into Khan's speeches, researchers aim to reveal 

recurring themes, rhetorical devices, and core ideologies. Discourse analysis is being employed to 

study the broader context involving Khan's speeches, and to understand how his use of language 

shapes public opinions. Comparative analysis contextualizes Khan's discourse within the wider 

landscape of political communication, his rhetoric, in comparison with that of other leaders. 

Qualitative interviews with stakeholders gave us an in-depth knowledge regarding public reception 

and interpretation of Khan's discourse, where content analysis of the media coverage assesses its 

framing and interpretation. An interdisciplinary approach incorporates insights from gender, 

religious, political science, and communication studies. Ethical considerations guide the process 

of research ensuring confidentiality, informed consent, and respectful treatment of participants. 

Through these methodological approaches, researchers seek to decode Khan’s discourse, 

highlighting the interplay of identity and power in contemporary Pakistan. 

Literature Review 

Imran Khan, the former Prime Minister of Pakistan and a prominent figure in global politics, has 

attracted considerable attention over the course of years for his rhetoric on key societal issues. His 

speeches serve as a lens through which we can explore the relationship of identity and power in 

contemporary Pakistani society. This literature review aims to examine already existing 

scholarship on Khan's discourse and its implications to understand the dynamics of focal societal 

issues that needs to be addressed, in Pakistan. 

Gender Discourse: 

Scholars have interpreted Khan's discourse on gender through several lenses, studying as how he 

constructs and negotiates his standpoints of masculinity and femininity. Khan's rhetoric mostly 

reflects traditional norms of the gender, where masculinity is associated with strength, courage, 

and leadership, while femininity is portrayed in more stereotypical ways as nurturing and 

supportive (Shah, 2019). However, Khan has also raised his voice for women's rights and 

empowerment, making himself as a champion of gender equality (Munir, 2020). His discourse on 

gender reflects the complexities of navigating through traditional norms and modern-day 

aspirations in Pakistani society. 

Religious Rhetoric: 

Khan's discourse on religion has also been a topic of scholarly inquiry, with researchers studying  
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as how he appeals to religious sentiments and shape political narratives. Khan mostly incorporate 

Islamic principles and symbols within his speeches, shaping his policies within an Islamic 

framework (Ahmed, 2018). His discourse oozes a comprehensive understanding of religious 

pluralism and sectarianism, as he is always seeking to promote unity and tolerance among different 

religious communities (Rahman, 2021). However, the scholars have also raised concerns about the 

potential repercussions of Khan's religious rhetoric for rights of minority and secular governance 

(Zaidi, 2017). 

Political Communication: 

The impacts of Khan’s discourse on public narratives, formation of policies, and governance in 

Pakistan, have also been studied. Khan's rhetoric has been credited with mobilizing support among 

a large and different segments of the population, including religious conservatives, women, and 

youth (Malik, 2019). His populist mannerisms and charismatic persona have resonated well with 

many Pakistanis, making him a voice of change and reform (Hussain, 2020). Though, many 

scholars have also mentioned the possible difficulties of reconciling Khan's rhetorical promises 

with the realities of governance, noting instances of inconsistency and contradiction in his 

discourse (Raza, 2018). 

Media and Public Reception: 

The role played by the media in forming public views of Khan's discourse has also been studied. 

Scholars came around to the fact that how all different media outlets frame Khan's speeches and 

interpret his messaging, with some masses giving a much favorable coverage while on the other 

hand there are other media outlets that offers a rather critical analysis (Khan, 2017). On top of that, 

studies have also studied how religious groups and civil society organizations respond to Khan's 

discourse, mentioning the diverse range of perspectives and interpretations (Khattak, 2020). 

Critical Perspectives: 

While many of those, on Khan's discourse, has focused on its rhetorical strategies and political 

impacts, a rather growing body of critical literature is also there that questions the essential 

ideologies and power dynamics at play. Researchers have interrogated the sincerity of Khan's 

commitment to certain principles, as well as the effectiveness of his policies in addressing complex 

social and political challenges (Abbasi, 2019). 

In short, current scholarship on Imran Khan's discourse on gender, religion, and politics offers 

many in-depth details into the complications of society of Pakistani and the dynamics of political 

communication involved. While navigating through the Khan's rhetoric through several different 

analytical lenses, researchers have deepened our comprehension of the interplay of identity and 

power dynamics in Pakistan, while also raising important questions regarding governance, 

democracy, and justice in society. 
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Data Collection and Analysis 

Khan's discourse on gender indicates a mix of developing ideals and traditional values. He often 

put an emphasis on the significance of women's empowerment and gender equality in Pakistani 

society. In his speeches, Khan supports policies aimed at promoting rights of women and increasing 

their role and part in the socio-economic sphere. For instance, in his address on International 

Women's Day in 2020, Khan recapitulates his commitment and support to gender equality and put 

an emphasis on the contributions of women to Pakistan's development (Khan, 2020a). Khan aims 

to appeal to a broad audience and position himself as a champion of women's rights, by addressing 

gender issues in his speeches. 

Religion plays a pivotal role in Khan's discourse, as he time and time again cite Islamic principles 

and symbols to justify his policies and actions. In his debates, Khan signified the gravity of moral 

integrity, compassion, and justice, based on Islamic teachings to support his arguments. For 

instance, in his address during Ramadan in 2019, Khan talked about the need for empathy and 

solidarity with the not so fortunate, shaping his government's policies within an Islamic framework 

(Khan, 2019). By positioning his political agenda with religious values, Khan seeks to appeal to 

Pakistan's religiously conservative population and legitimize his leadership. 

Khan's political communication is followed by a populist tone and a focus on anti-corruption, good 

governance, and accountability. He paints himself as an outsider questioning the political 

establishment and promises to bring about extensive reforms to communicate systemic issues. In 

his victory speech after winning the general elections in 2018, Khan pledged to create a "New 

Pakistan" based on principles of equality, justice, and meritocracy (Khan, 2018). He kept himself 

as a leader of transformation who promised to break the cycle of corruption and nepotism in politics 

of Pakistan. 

The reception of Khan's discourse varies among different parts of the media and the public. While 

some media outlets offer uncritical coverage and plays a role as mouthpieces for the government, 

others offer more of a critical analysis of Khan's policies and rhetoric. Social media platforms play 

an important role in shaping public opinion too, with his advocators and adversaries of Khan 

engaging in heated debates and discussions online. Khan's relationship with the media has been 

distinguished by tensions and conflicts, with allegations of censorship and intimidation against 

journalists critical of the government (Khan, 2021). 

Regardless of his popularity, Khan's leadership has faced criticism from various quarters. Critics 

charge Khan of authoritarian tendencies, citing his government's crackdown on political 

opponents, civil society activists, and the media. They also note the government's failure to pass 

on key promises, such as eradicating corruption from its roots and strengthening the economy. In 

addition, Khan's handling of sensitive and controversial issues such as religious extremism and 

minority rights has given way to criticism from human rights organizations and international 

observers (Abbasi, 2019). 
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Imran Khan's discourse on religion, gender, and politics signifies his vision for Pakistan's future 

and his efforts to see through the country's complex socio-political terrain. Via comprehensive 

analysis of Khan's speeches, we can seek in-depth detail into the rhetorical strategies, thematic 

content, and public reception of his discourse. By analyzing Khan's rhetoric in depth, we can better 

get the idea of the complexities of his leadership and the obstacles to navigate through governing 

a diverse and politically polarized country. 

Critically analyzing Imran Khan's speeches through the lens of gender, religion, and power 

unravels a rather complicated tapestry of rhetoric, ideology, and political strategy. Khan's 

discourse, rich with a blend of populism, religiosity, and nationalism, showcase his efforts to see 

through Pakistan's socio-political landscape while appealing to diverse constituencies. Let's delve 

right into a comprehensive analysis of Khan's speeches with reflections on these key themes. 

Gender Discourse: 

A mix of progressive rhetoric and traditionalist undertones is evident in Khan’s discourse on 

gender. Where he often speaks about the significance of women's empowerment and gender 

equality, his approach at times signifies patriarchal norms rampant in Pakistani society. Khan 

acknowledges the fact and a need of time regarding women's participation in the workforce and 

public life, highlighting their potential contributions to Pakistan's development, in his speeches. 

For example, during his address on International Women's Day in 2020, Khan restated his 

commitment to women's rights and further emphasized the part women plays in shaping the 

nation's future (Khan, 2020a). Nevertheless, critics argue that Khan's discourse on gender often 

lacks firm policy proposals and systemic issues such as gender-based violence and discrimination, 

he failed to address. 

Religious Rhetoric: 

Religion is a pivotal theme in Khan's discourse, as he often supplicates Islamic principles and 

symbols to back his policies and actions. Khan offers himself as a devout Muslim leader guided 

by Islamic teachings, captivating to Pakistan's religiously conservative population. In his speeches, 

he often put an emphasize on the significance of moral integrity, justice, and compassion, drawing 

parallels with Islamic values. For instance, during Ramadan addresses, Khan signified the fact that 

the need for empathy and solidarity with the less fortunate, framing his government's policies 

within an Islamic framework (Khan, 2019). While this religious rhetoric resonates well with many 

of Khan's advocators, it also raises concerns about the blurring of lines between religion and 

politics in Pakistan's governance. 

Power Dynamics: 

The populist appeal and anti-establishment stance is evident in Khan’s discourse on power. He 

situates himself as an outsider challenging the entrenched political elite, promising to eradicate 

corruption from its roots and bring about systemic reforms. Khan's speeches often signify his 

commitment to accountability, transparency, and meritocracy, situating himself as a flag bearer of 
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transformative leader who will build a "New Pakistan." But critics argue that Khan's populist 

rhetoric sometimes deep rooted in authoritarianism, with allegations of intolerance towards dissent 

and a disregard for democratic norms (Abbasi, 2019). Moreover, Khan's consolidation of power 

has gave rise to concerns about the accumulation of power in the hands of the executive, potentially 

undermining checks and balances in Pakistan's political system. 

In conclusion, Imran Khan's speeches on gender, religion, and power give way to valuable insights 

into his leadership style and ideological worldview. While Khan's discourse resonates well with 

many Pakistanis, it also elicits criticism and give rise to scrutiny from various masses. By critically 

analyzing Khan's rhetoric through the lens of gender, religion, and power, we can gain a deeper 

insight and understanding of the challenges of governance and the complexities of reconciling 

competing interests and ideologies in a diverse society like Pakistan.  

Gender Empowerment Initiatives: 

While Khan's discourse on gender often advocates the significance of women's empowerment, his 

administration's efforts in this regard have faced criticism for lacking concrete policy 

implementation. Despite Khan's rhetoric, there have been limited instances in addressing systemic 

issues such as gender-based violence, access to education and healthcare for women, and gender 

pay gaps. Critics also argues that Khan's emphasis on women's empowerment in speeches is not 

always matched by concrete actions, pointing to the need for more detailed policies and 

institutional reforms to promote gender equality in Pakistan. 

Religious Rhetoric and Political Legitimacy: 

Khan's frequent mention of Islamic principles in his speeches serves to bolster his political 

legitimacy and attract Pakistan's religiously conservative population. By framing his policies 

within an Islamic framework, Khan seeks to situate himself as a moral authority and gain support 

from religious bodies. However, this dependence on religious rhetoric has also attracted criticism 

for blurring the lines between religion and politics. Furthermore, some analysts also argue that 

Khan's emphasis on Islamic symbolism is a strategic tool to deflect attention from socio-economic 

challenges and policy shortcomings. 

Populism and Concentration of Power: 

Khan's populist rhetoric often resonates with disenfranchised parts of society who feel cornered by 

the political establishment. By positioning himself as a champion of the people against entrenched 

elites, Khan has capitalized on public disgruntlement and mobilized support for his political 

agenda. However, critics caution that Khan's populist appeals risk eroding democratic norms and 

institutions. The concentration of power in the executive branch, coupled with allegations of 

authoritarian tendencies, raises concerns about the erosion of checks and balances in Pakistan's 

political system. Khan's consolidation of power through constitutional amendments and executive 

orders has led to accusations of democratic backsliding and authoritarianism (Rizvi, 2020). 
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Media Narratives and Public Perception: 

The media's portrayal of Khan's discourse plays a n important role in framing public perception 

and opinion. While some of the media outlets provide a much favorable coverage of Khan's 

speeches, others offer critically analyzed and scrutiny of his policies and rhetoric. Social media 

platforms amplify these divergent narratives, with advocators and critics engaging in heated 

debates online. The polarization of media coverage signifies broader divisions within Pakistani 

society, where ideologies of Khan's leadership are often framed by partisan affiliations and 

ideological biases. 

Findings 

Imran Khan often stands as an image of masculinity in his discourse as strong, decisive, and 

authoritative, aligning with traditional gender norms. He often put an emphasize on traits such as 

courage, strength, and leadership, situating himself as a flag bearer of masculine strength. 

Conversely, femininity is often depicted in a more stereotypical manner, with women being 

referred to as nurturing, caring, and supportive. However, his discourse often navigates a delicate 

balance between traditional gender roles and modern aspirations for gender equity, as he also 

advocates for women’s rights and empowerment, presenting himself as a champion of gender 

equality.  

Khan's speeches on gender equality and women's empowerment often put an emphasize on the 

significance of education, economic empowerment, and political participation for women. He 

frequently highlights the achievements of women in various fields and calls for greater 

opportunities for women to contribute to society. Furthermore, Khan often critiques patriarchal 

attitudes and practices that hinder and put a stop on women's progress, advocating for legal reforms 

and social changes to promote gender equality. 

Khan's discourse on gender reflects and contributes to the evolving discourse on gender roles and 

identities in Pakistani society. His advocacy for women's rights and empowerment questions 

traditional gender norms and stereotypes, while also accepting the fact that the complexities of 

gender relations in a conservative society do exist. Khan's speeches contribute to a much broader 

discussions on gender equality, urging a dialogue and debate on issues faced such as women's 

education, employment, and political representation. Khan frequently invokes religious themes 

and motifs in his speeches, drawing upon Islamic principles and teachings to support his political 

agenda. He often signified the importance of moral integrity, justice, and compassion in 

governance, shaping his policies within an Islamic framework. Additionally, Khan often appeals 

to religious sentiments and identities to mobilize support among conservative voters, presenting 

himself as a defender of Islamic values and traditions. 

Conclusion 

Imran Khan’s discourse on gender, religion, and politics provides a fascinating lens through which   

https://ssld.org/Journals/index.php/tahreer


30 

Tahreer 
Journal of Languages and Literature, Vol. 2 No. 2 (2024) 

 

 

 

https://ssld.org/Journals/index.php/tahreer  

one can understand his leadership style, ideological orientation, and vision for Pakistan. 

Throughout this comprehensive analysis, we have delved deep into the themes, rhetorical 

strategies, and implications regarding Khan’s speeches, aiming to decode the complications of his 

discourse and its impact on Pakistani society. 

One of the key findings of this study is the pivotality of gender in Khan’s discourse. Khan often 

signified the importance of women’s empowerment and gender equality, situating himself as a flag 

bearer of women’s rights. His speeches on International Women’s Day and other many instances 

highlight the demand of time for policies and initiatives aimed at promoting women’s socio-

economic rights and opportunities. By talking about gender issues in his rhetoric, Khan seeks to 

attract a broad audience and portray himself as a progressive leader committed to social justice and 

equality. 

Religion also plays a very important role in Khan’s discourse, as he frequently invokes Islamic 

principles and symbols to back his policies and actions. Khan signified the importance of moral 

integrity, justice, and compassion, drawing on Islamic teachings to support his arguments. By 

aligning his political agenda with religious values, Khan seeks to appeal to Pakistan’s religiously 

conservative population and legitimize his leadership. 

In terms of political communication, Khan uses a populist tone and focuses on anti-corruption, 

good governance, and accountability. He presents himself as an outsider questioning the political 

establishment and promises to bring about sweeping reforms to address systemic issues long not 

addressed. Khan’s victory speech after winning the general elections in 2018 exemplifies his 

commitment to creating a “New Pakistan” based on principles of justice, equality, and meritocracy. 

However, critics argue that Khan’s populist rhetoric can be divisive and polarizing, giving rise to 

social tensions and undermining democratic norms. 

The media and public reception of Khan’s discourse differs, with some outlets providing uncritical 

and favored coverages and others offering more of a critical analysis. Social media platforms also 

play an important role in shaping public opinion, with advocators and critics engaging in heated 

debates and discussions online. Khan’s relationship with the media has been characterized by 

tensions and conflicts, with allegations of censorship and intimidation against journalists critical 

of the government. 

In conclusion, decoding Imran Khan’s discourse on gender, religion, and politics provides valuable 

in-depth insights into his leadership and the dynamics of power in Pakistani society. By critically 

analyzing the content of Khan’s speeches, media coverage, and public perceptions, we can gain a 

nuanced understanding of his rhetoric and its implications. Ultimately, this analysis contributes to 

the broader literature on political communication and leadership, highlighting the complications 

of governing a diverse and politically polarized country like Pakistan. 
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