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Abstract

During the era of John Donne, despair and pessimism were prevalent,
primarily due to political upheavals and uncertainty. The duality of
pessimism and optimism reflected the era's struggle, with people
feeling insecure yet gaining control over their environment amidst
insecurity. The church-state conflicts also contributed to societal
confusion, questioning the supremacy between the two, leading to
public dissent and eventually civil war. The rise of the middle class,
political parties, and Puritan tensions culminated in a long civil war,
resulting in significant political changes, including the execution of
Charles 1 and the establishment of Oliver Cromwell's military
government. The eventual return of the Stuart monarchy under
Charles II marked the period's conclusion. John Donne's
unconventional approach in his poems rejected Petrarchan and
Platonic ideals. His poetry, dramatic and rhetorical, reflected his deep,
often cynical insights into love and human relationships. Donne's
sermons and prose also highlighted his literary prowess, blending
scientific references with religious themes. His work bridged the gap
between the Renaissance and the Jacobean age, embodying a blend of
intellectual rigor and cultural change.
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If yet I have not all thy love

Dear I shall never have it all

I cannot breathe one other sigh, to move
Nor can intreat one other tear to fall

And all my treasure, which should purchase thee
Sighs. Tears, and oaths,

And letter I have spent.

Yet no more can be due to time.

Then at the bargain made was meant

If then thy gift of love were partial

That some to me, some should to other fall,

Dear I shall never have thee all.
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i b #E Ut Air And Angles
Whilst thus to ballast love, I thought
And so more steadily to have gone,
With wares which would sink admiration,
I saw, I had love’s pinnace over fraught,
Every thy hair for love to work upon
Is much too much, some fitter must be sought.
For, nor in nothing, nor in things
Extreme, and scattering bright, can love in here.
Then as an angel, face and wings “?
Of air, not pure as it, yet pure doth wear,
So, thy love may be my love’s sphere.
Just such disparity
As is ‘twixt air and angels’ purity,
Twixt women’s love and men’s will ever be.
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