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Abstract

Annemarie Schimmel (7 April 1922-26 January 2003) is renowned as
a prominent scholar of Igbal and is also counted among Rumi’s
scholars. The subject of her major works is Sufism. This is also a
reference to her interest in the civilization and culture of Sindh. While
narrating this love story, she has also extensively described the
characteristics of Sufism. She has also repeatedly quoted the writings
of Sufis like Imam Ghazali, Maulana Rumi, Mansoor Hallaj and Shah
Abdul Latif. The author has skillfully made topics like Sufism, the
path of conduct, the stages of self-control, the heat of love and the
devotion to unity in the context of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai's poetry.
In her work on Sindhi folk literature titled “My Soul is a Woman”, she
has explained the rights of women in the context of feminism in Islam
in an argumentative manner.
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“The tales of Sassi, Maraui, and Momal are not mere romantic stories—
they are mystical allegories of the soul’s journey toward the Divine.”!
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“Even in remote Sindhi villages, the name of Hallaj echoes through folk

songs—testimony to the depth of mystical consciousness among the
people.” 2
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“Shah Latif’s poetry is a symphony of longing, where the desert becomes
a metaphor for divine absence.” >
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“The female protagonists in Sindhi tales are not passive—they are seekers,
rebels, and mystics in their own right.” *
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“Sindhi literature is a spiritual heritage, a bridge between folk wisdom and
mystical insight.” >
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“In an age of materialism and alienation, folk tales like those of Sindh
reconnect us to our spiritual roots.” ¢
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“Punnun reaches his goal, falls in love with Sassi and stays with her. His
highborn relatives are understandably horrified that the prince has become
a washerman- one of the lowest castes. They turn up in Bhambhore,
intoxicate the pair and abduct Punnun from their common abode. When
Sassi awakens, she discovers that the bed is empty and the guest’s camels
have long since departed, carrying the sleeping Punnun away wth them.””
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“Sassi, roaming through the wilderness, know that she has violated the law
of love because she slept instead of staying the side of her beloved.” 3
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“We might add that Sassi, to a certain extent, is the femine counterpart of

Majnun who, lost in thoughts of his Laila, roamed about the desert, even

though his beloved was nowhere near as attractive to other men as she was
to him.”?
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“Kare Kang Karishn,
bring him greetings, O crow,
Fall prostrate at the feet of my beloved, and don’t drop the message I give
you
somewhere along the ways!” 1!
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