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Abstract

Enlightenment refers to an intellectual movement that values reason, knowledge, liberty, and
critical awareness. During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Enlightenment thought
significantly shaped Europe's intellectual and social transformation. In the Indian subcontinent,
similar ideas gained influence through modern education, rational inquiry, and the reformist
work of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan. Urdu fiction reflected these principles through realism, social
reform, advocacy of human equality, resistance to injustice, and criticism

of rigid customs and traditions. The publication of Angarey and the rise of the Progressive
Writers” Movement further promoted these ideas. Writers such as Saadat Hasan Manto,
Krishan Chander, Rajinder Singh Bedi, Ismat Chughtai, and Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi presented
them through diverse literary works. Historical developments such as Partition, the
establishment of Pakistan, political instability, state oppression, and the separation of East
Pakistan broadened the intellectual concerns of Pakistani fiction. The concept of “Enlightened
Moderation,” introduced during the Musharraf era, marked another significant phase in this
intellectual trajectory. In this way, Urdu short stories encourage rational thought, social
awareness, and critical consciousness through their examination of social and cultural
structures.
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